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STATE OF ILLINOIS )
‘ ) 88
COUNTY OF COOK )

BEFORE THE CORONER OF COCK COUNTY,
INQUEST ON THE BODY )
) FIRST SESSION,.
OF )
) Continued to 2-6-46,
EDWARD C., ZAJICEK. )

Transcript of the testimony taken and the
proceedings had at an inquest held on the body of the
above named deceased, before GEORGE E. MRAZEK,
DEPUTY CORONER OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOCIS, and a Jury,

-

duly impaneled and sworn, at 2307 South Laramie

Avenue, Cicero, Illinois, on January 21, A, D. 1946,

at the hour of eleven a.m,

APPEARANCES:

MR. HENRY A. BLAIR,
on behalf of family of the deceased;

MR, A. J. CALLIENDO,
on behalf of U.S., Coast Guard.
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MINA BROWN, Book No. 1296,



THE DEPUTY: This inquest wlll come to order.

This is an inquest into thedeath of Edward C.
Zajicek, Roll call of the Jjurors,
(Names and addressed of jury recorded.)

THE DEPUTY: Are there any legal repraéentatives?

MR. BMBAIR: Yes, Mr. Coroner. Henry A. Blair, 105
West Monroe Street, Randolph 3264, representing the
deceased's family.

THE DEPUTY: Any other representatives?

MR. CALLIENDO: Yes, representing the United States
Coast Guard. A, J., Calliendo, 610 South Canal Street,
Chicago, Wabash 6955,

THE DEPUTY: Any other legal representatives?

All right, gentlemen of the Jjury, are you acquainted
with the deceased or the facts in this case?

THE JURORS: No;

THE DEPUTY: 1In hearing the testimony are you able
to render a falr and impartial verdiect?

THE JURORS: Yes.

THE DEPUTY: Any obJjection to these gentlemen serv-
ing as Jjurors?

MR. BLAIR: No obJjection,

THE DEPUTY: The Jjury will be sworn and view the
2 :



remalins.
(Jury sworn in over the remainé ofthe
deceased,)
THE DEPUTY: Somebody from the Zajicek family here?
MR, BLAIR: Yes, the father 1s here,

THE DEPUTY: Have a seat there, please. 81t down,

EDWARD JOSEPH ZAJICEK,
called as a witness, having been first duly sworn,

was examined by DEPUTY CORONER MRAZEK and testifled

as follows:

Q What is your name?

A Edward Joseph Zajicek.

Q And the address? A 1925 South 51lst Coust.
Q Cicero? A Yes.

Q What 1s your business or occupation?

A Supervisor at the Western Electric Company.
You are fhe father of the deceased?

Yes.

What 18 your son't full name?

Edward Charles Zajicek.

And his address, the same as yours?

The same as mine.

O = O DO b

The place of the occurrence, officer?
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OFFICER SMETANA: 16th Street and 55th Court.

THE DEPUTY: That is in Cicero?

THE WITHESS: A Yes,

THE DEPUTY: The date of the occurrence, officer?

OFFICER SMETANA: 20th of January, at five a.m,

THE DEPUTY: And the place of death?

OFFICER SMETANA: He was pronounced dead on arrival
at the Loretto Hospltal.

THE DEPUTY: All right.

(Famlly history not recorded in shorthand.)

THE DEPUTY: Q When was the last time you saw him
alive, Mr, Zajicek?

A About - possibly a guarter after nime Saturday
night,

THE DEPUTY: What 4ld you gilve me for the time of
the occurrence?

OFFICER SMETANA: Five a.m.

THE DEPUTI: Does he have a soclal security number?

THE WITNESS: A If he has, I don't know.

Alvin, was there one in the wallet?
A VOICE: I don't know,

THEE DEPUTY: He pPobably had one. You can have the

undertaker insert 1%t in here,
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THE WITNESS: He probably had one on record at

Western.

Q

Do you know who was the owner of this car that

he was driving at the time o the accident?

What kind of a car?

1937 Oldsmobile, 8, town sedan,

How often did he drive that car?

Well, he was driving since he 1s nlneteen.

on and off he would be driving for four years?
That 1s right.

Do you know anything about the accldent_itqelf?

No, except what the police told me.

‘The last you saw of him was at nine o'clock?

A quarter after nine.

And where was he going at that time? Do you know

where he was golng?

A

No, he was going to meet his boy frind. He last

gaw him - one of them - at four o'clock in the morn-

ing on the corner of 22nd and 52nd.

Q Who was that, do you know?

A Somebody named Allen Zajlicek, although he 1s no
relation,

Q 1Is that boy the boy there (indieating)?
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A No, that is my boy, Alvin,

@ Oh, thaet ie your boy? A Yes, the other
one was a pal of the other one. He is about the sgame
age.

Q@ Now, this 1937 Oldsmoblle, that was in good
running order, was 1t? A Yes, slr.

Q You identified the boy here as your son, 1s
that right? A Yes, silr.

THE DEPUTY: Any questions?

MR. BLAIR: ©HNone.

MR, CALLIENDO: No.,

THE DEPUTY: Who is our first witness?

OFFICER SMETANA: There was no actual eye wltness
to 1%.

THE DEPUTY: What are you golng to do? You are the
Coast Guard?

MR, CALLIENDO: We have the driver of the other ve-
hiele.

THE DEPUTY: Oubside of that, what do you want to
do? Do you want to close it witgﬁgriver only?

MR. BLAIR: 1If therewarg no other witnesses, I see
no reason why it should be continued. The officer

could testify as to what he has learned here, when he

came to the scene of the accident, as to the posltlon
G



of the cars, perhaps from the physical facte we might
galn something.
THE DEPUTY: All right. Let us have the police

officer.

FRANK SMETANA,
a Witness called hereln, having been first duly sworn,
was examlned and testiflied as follows:

THE DEPUTY: What is your name? A Frank Smetana.

Q Your address? A 2508 South 6lst Court.
Q@ Police officer of the town of Cicero?

A Yes, sir. |

Q

Now, Officer Smetana, you made an investigation
of this accident?
Yes, sir.

And the accldent took place where?

= O

At 55th Court on 16th street.
Q@ 16th street 1s an east and west street, is that
correct?
A 16th street i1s an east and west street, yes, sir,
Q What 1s the width of 16th street at that point?
A I have a dlagram here. Thirty-sim feet.
Q

Now, for those that are not acquainted with



16th street, will you Jjust tell us what 16%th street
is composed of? Street end, what?

A Street, and slongside of 1% on the south lis rail-
road tracks. It isn't used.

Q Well, will you give me the width again of the
street?

A 36 feet for 1l6th.

Q@ fThat is juet for the automobiles, is 36 feet?

A Just'the automobile pavement, yes, sir.

Q 36 feet. ‘And what arethere, two tracks there?

A Just one,

Q@ One track? A That 1an't being used,

Q Now, there is 55th street, that runs north --
I mean north and south?

A 55th Court runs from the south and ends at 1l6th
Street. It don’'t go through. .

Q It terminates at 16th? A Yes.

Q What is the width of 58th Court?

A 29 feet.

Q Are there stop signs for 16th street there at
55th Court? Are there any stop slgns?

A There are,

Q VWhere are they located?
8



A This wasn't an intersection collision. It
wag a side swipe. One car was golng east, one car
going west.,

@ They were both going on 1l6th sitreet?

A Yes, sir.

Q@ V¥Which car was going east and which one was go-
ing west? The Oldsmoblle was going what direction?
A The Qldsmobile was evidently going west fron

the tire marks and position of the car and the impact.

Q@ What was the license number of this Oldsmobile?

A 145 license, 314286,

Q@ That is Illinois, 1457 A Yes, sir.

Q@ And 1% is owned by Edward dajicek, the father?

A Zallcek,

@ Hisdinitlal, what was 1%?

MR, ZAJICEK: J.

THE DEPUTY: Q@ And i1t was belng driven westbound
on 16th street by the deceased, Edward C. 1s that
correct?

THE WITHESS: That is right.

Q@ And the other vehicle involved 1s what?

A It was a 1938 Chevrolet panel truck, ton and a

half. The license number of ﬁhat was 45 F 8576,
9



illinois plate.

Q@ VWho wess the owner of that truck?

A Well, he told me 1t was Tulips, Incorporated.

Q@ Who is that? Did You check 1t?

A Ve checked 1t and it be@ongs to Vaughan Seed
Store, 60l Jackson boulevard. |

Q@ On the cornsr of these plates?

A It i1s Vaughan Bedd Store.

@ Dld you contact the Vaughan Seed Store?

A That was left $0 the station to do when they
came ‘to balil him out.

Q  This plate, 857645, 1is signed as what, Waughan
Seed Store?

& Yes, sir,

Q@ And they applied for that license?

A Yes,

Q@ And that plate - now what does he claim, who

wag the driver?

A Kenneth Bertoli.

@ Where does he live?

4 1887 Bouth Avers Avenue.

@ Chicago? A Yes,

Q@ His age? A Thirty-one,

10



§ Harried or singk?

A I don't know. You can ask him,

TH® DEPUTY: Well, what is 1t? Are you married
or single?

¥R. BERTOLI: Married.

THE DEPUTY: Q Does he have a chauffeur's license?

THE WITNESS: A Yes, sir, '45.

Q What is 1t? A 58=593.

Q Who is employed by?

A By the same place, Vaughan Seed Store. The
statement he gave, the empleyee 1s Tullps, Incor-
porated. The addreass was Western Springs, Illinois,

THE DEPUTY: Anybody here from the Tullips, Incor-
porated? Anybeody here from Vaughan's Seed Storel

(No response.)

THE DEPUTY: How do we know it belongs to then,
whether he works for them?

THE WITNESS: A We just have the driver,

THE DEPUTY: Are you satisfied to close thils case
with the driver?

MR, BLAIR: No,

YHE DEPUTY: We want to know whether Vaughan owns

1% or Tulips owns 1%, If you are not interested, I
11



am not. Is there anyone the Coast Guard seen. They
Just want to close the deal.

MR. CALLIENDO: The police ought ® know,

THE DEPUTY: They don't have that information. How
do we know he had permission %o drive the truck?

Did you get that information?

THE WITNESS: Well, 1% happened late in the morning,
We had another accildent right after that, We left it
in the care of the station,

MR. BLAIR: Mr, Coroner, is the defendant golng %o
testify?

THE DEPUTY: Now, you are a practicing attorney.
How do I know whether he 1s going to testify? What
1f he refuses to testify, what testimony have we got
other than what the officer tells us?

MR. BLAIR: I think we have a right to get that in-
formation.

THE DEPUTY: Yes, we have the right to get what
information we need, but I think I am going to take
the right to continue the case because the police
haven't made the proper investigation., We don't
Enow whether he has a right to drive this truck.

MR. BLAIR: I suggest it be continued.

THE DEPUTY: It won't interfere with the service,
12



You go ahead with the service. Ve wlll set 1T over
a week or two,

MR. BLAIR: I think you should.

THE DEPUTY: We still don’'t know who the owner of
the truck was. We don't know whether he has‘got the
authority to drive the truck., Nobody representing
him here.

MR. BLAIR: I suggest it be continued, M¥r. Coroner.

THE DEPUTY: I want %o check over there with
this fellow to see who owns that truck. If we get
conflieting stories as to who the owner 13.1 think
it should be continued.

THE WITNESS: Well, the story he %0ld us =-

THE DEPUTY: @ You got a statement from him?

THE WITNESS: A I have.

Q@ A signed statement? A 4 signed statement.,

Q@ Who was present at the time the statement was
taken?

A I, Officer Bilelek and Officer Charles Verbiski,
He explained that Tulips, Incorporated, bought out
this Vaughan Seed Store.

Q As of what date? A I don't know,.

Q@ Did he state a8 to what time he started working
13



that day?

A Well, he left Chicago for Morton Grove. That
18 the place where he plecked up these tullps at seven
o'clock Saturday morning. He worked all day, and at
3330 in the morning he pulled out of Morton Grove
with a truck loaded with tulip Dulbs and some other
seeds and things like_that.

Q Is that what you found on the truck, tullp seedsa?

L The truck was loaded. It was a closed panel

truck, It was loaded with three ton of material,

Q VWhere is 1%t now? A At 61st and Roosevelt,
Q@ In the custody of the pollce?

A Yes,

Q@ You have custody of the truck?

A Yes,

Q@ In taking the statement, - hefore you %took the
statement, you informed the driver of his constitu-
tional rights, he dldnit have to make a statement,
is that right?

A Yes, sir, I informed him of all of that,

Q You are holding him now for the inquest?

A Yes,

Q Have bond set? A Oh, yes, & thousand dollar
14 ‘



bond.

Q He 1s out on bond, 1s he?

A I;s, gir.

Q He isn't in custody then, eitherf All right,
how much time do you want?

MR, BLAIR: About two weeks,

THE DEPUTY: Two weeks? Better make it two weeks
from tomorrow, if anything. Monday is a bad day.
Make it February 6th at one o'clock, Cicero Town

Hall., That is all,

(Whereupon the inquest was adjourned
until February 6, 1946, at the hour of
one o'clock P.M.,, at the Town Hall, Cilcero,

Illinois.)

15



STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) 88
COUNTY OF COOK )

CERBIFICATE.

I, MINA BROWN, do hereby certify that at
the request of the Coroner of Cook Counity, Illinois,
I took down in shorthand and transcribed the minutes
of the foregoing testimony had and taken at the in-

quest held on the body of

EDWARD C. ZAJICEEK,

deceased;

that the foregoing transcript of the
testimony so taken and transcribed by me as aforesald
is a true and correct copy of the original minutes
taken at sald inquest, and 1s a true and correct
gtatement of the testimony of each of the several
witnesses who have testlfled at sald inquest.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set my

hand this 21s%t day of January, A. D, 1946,

(Signed) Mina Brown.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) 88
COUNTY OF COOK )

BEFORE THE CORONER OF COOK COUNTY.

INQUEST ON THE BODY )
)
OF ) SECOND AND FINAL HEARING.
) '
)

EDWARD C, ZAJICEK,

Transcript of the testimony taken and the
proceedings had atan inquest held on the body of
the above named deceased, before GEORGE E. MR AZEK,
DEPUTY CORONER OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS, and a jury,
duly 1mp;naied and sworn, at Town Hall, Cicero,
Illinois, on February 6, A, D. 1946, at the hour of

one o'clock p.m,

APPEARANCES:

MISS BARBARA A. McLAIN,
on behalf of the Coast Guard.

MR, ANTHONY MENTONE,
on behalf of driver of truck, K. Bertoll.

HOLLEB REPORTING AGENCY,
Mina Brown, Book 1271,



THE

DEPUTY:

This inquest will come %o order. The

inquest into the death of Edward C. Zajicek. The

first hearing was held on the 20th of January, 1946,

at 2307 Laramie Avenue, Cecero. We have represent-

ing the family, we have the same atborney?

MISS MC LAIN:

THE

DEPUTY :

He isn't here.

Hot here?

MISS MC CLAIN., I am representling the Coast Guard.

THE

DEPUTY:

¥ho is representing the Coast Guard?

What 18 your name?

MISS MC LAIN:

class,

THE

MISSMC LAIN

THE
MR,

THE

MR.
THE
MR,

THE

DEPUTY :

DEPUTY:

HENTONE

(1]

DEPUTY :
MENTONE:
DE?UTY:
MENTONE:
DEPUTY:
MENTONRE:

DEPUTY :

Barbara A. McLain, Yeoman, second

¥e had A, J. Calliendo,
He isn't here.
You are representing whom?
I represent Kenneth Bartoll.
What is your name?
Anthony Mentone.
Where 1s your office, Mr., Mentone?
77 West Washington Street.
And the phone number?
Central 8188,

Hay I have the police offlcer?



RUDOLPH BILEHTK,
called as & witness herein, having been first duly
sworn, was examined and testified as followwm:

THE DEPUTY: @ What is your name?’ A Rudolph
Bllek.

Q Your address?

A 2338 South Central Avenue, Clcero,

Q@ You are a police officer of the town of Clcero,
is that correct? A Yes, sir,

Q Now, officer, dld you make an investigation of
the aceldent that happened on 16th street and 55th
Court on the 20th day of January, 1946, about 5 a.m.?

A I did.

Q@ Now, this collision was between what, a trueck
and an automoblle, was 1¢7 A Yes sir.

Q ¥hat make of truck and what make of automobile?

A 1936 Chevrolet, panel truck, ton and & half,

Q Going in what directlon?

A It was going east on iﬁth street, 1937 Oldsmoble.

Q The owner and driver of the truck and everything,
the whole thing?

A 1936 Chevrolet, ton and a half, panel, driven

by fenneth Bertoli, 1867 South Avers,
3



Q@ <48 he a licensed chauffeur?

A Yea, gsir. Chauffeur's llcense 58=593,

Q@ What is it, '45? What license number 1is that?

A '45, Illinois, and he 1s employed by Tulips,
incorporated,

Q Where are they located?

4 In Western Springs, Illinois, and it is also con-
nected with Vaughan Seed Company, 601 West Jackson
boulsvard.

Q He is employed by Tulips, Incorporated?

4 That 1s right.

Who was the owner of the truck?

Vaughan Seed Company.

Q
A
Q Do you have the number of the teuck?
A  YNo.

Q Besides the license number - the license number
wés F 8576, Illinois, %4567

That is right.

 How many trucks do they have, do you Enow?

That I don't know.

£ = O

What number truck wae that he was using? Where
is Bertoli? How many trucks do they have?

MR, BERTOLI: They had one, that is all,
4



THE DEPUTY: One truck,

MR. BERTOLI: Yes.

THE DEPUTY: @ And that Chevrolet truck was east-
bound on 16th?

THE WITNESS: A Yes, sir, at the rate of fifteen
miles per hour,

Q What is that, fifteen miles per hour?

A He was driving fifteen mlles per hour,

Q@ On what side of the street?

A Well, he was parily in the westbound lane and
the eastbound lane.

Q At the time of the accldent, was he in the east-
bound or westbound?

A He was half and half.

Q And the other vehicle involved 1in this accident
wag what make car?

A 1937 Oldsmobile sedan, license number 314-286,
V45, Illlnols.

Q@ Owned by whom? A Driven by Edward Zaji-
ecek, Junlor, 1925 South 5lst Court,

Q Who is the owner? A Owped by Edward
Zajicek, Senlor, 19256 South 51lst Court; he was driv-
ing west on 16th etreet, speed unknown,

Q What part of the two vehlcles come in contact
5



with one another?

A The Chevrolet truck, the left side, and the 0l1ds -
mobile sedan, the left side.

Q@ What is the lighting condlition on the morning
of the 20th at flve a.m,? A Good,

Q Was 1t light or dar@

A It was light. The street lights were on,

Q All right. Just answer my question, Was there
darkness at five o'clock 1ﬁ the morning?

MR. MENTONE: It is dark at that time.

THE WITNESS: A It is a little dark at that time,
but the street lights were 1lit.

THE DEPUTY: @ What is the condition of the lighte
there? Where 1is the cloéeat light to where the ac-~
cident happened?

A The closest 1light was about 75 feet away from
there. |

Q Which way? A East of the accident.

Q Would that light illuminate the whole street?

A It doew. It reflects down, '

Q _Ybu say there were good lights. Darkness. Gpod
lights, is that 1t?

A Yes, sir;

Q What is the condition of the road, was 1t in



gocd con@iition, 16th street?

A Yes, sir.

Q@ No defects in the road? | A HNo, sir.

Q Now, what was the condition of the road surface,
wet or dry, snowy, ley?

A Snowy.

Q@ It had been snowing? A Yes, sir,

Q What was the condition of the driver, Bertoll,
had he been drinking?

A No, we didn't smell anything on him.

Q Did he tell you he had been drnking?

A No,

Q@ And where was he coming from?
A He was coming from the Tulips, Incorporated, in
Western Springs.

Q What time does he start work for the Tullps,
Incorporated?

A Well, he claimed he went doWn there - he starts
about 7:30 in the morning and he worked all day and
he was driving the truck into Chiecago.

Q He went there on what day, the 20th of January
was what day? A $e went there the 19%h.

Q@ On the 19th. He went there what time, do you
l?



know? A About 7 in the morning he left Chicago.

Q And he worked all day on the 1l9th?

A That is right.

Q And what did he do in the evening of the 19th?

A Well, he sald he sat around in there and then
about 2:30 in the morning he started driving for
Chicago with the truck,

Q. From Western Springs? A That is right.

Q By what way, Springfield, did he come to Chicago?

MR, MENTONE: I think he left at 3:30.

THE DEPUTY: Western Springs is ten mliles from here.

MR. MENTONE: It takes a good hour - |

THE DEPUTY: Western Springs is ten miles from here.
He only went a mile an hour.

MR. MENTONE: He left Morton Grove, I understand,
not Western Springs. Kenneth, come hére a minute,
Did you leave Western Springs or Maton Grove?

¥R, BERTOLI: Morton Grove.

MR. HENTONE:' At 3:30 in the mornling.

THE DEPUTY: Did he leave Western Springs or
Morﬁon Grove?

THE WITNESS: Well, I didnit take this, My partner

took 1t. Morton Grove.
8



THE DEPUTY: @ VWere you able to determine as to what
route the %ruck had taken or Tthe automobile? Was 1%,
gay, a stralght easterly and westerly route they had
taken? It was snowy. You were able to see tTire
prints in the street, is that right?

A That is right.

@ Of both vehicles?

& On the car, ve couldn’'t see very good.

@ On the truck, you were able to determine ag bto
what route this truék had taken, is that right? ‘

A That 1s right.

Q And checking it from 56th street, could you tell
the jury the distance, as to where the truck was 1n
the street?

A Weil, just west of the accldent from 56th Ave-
nue there is a small curve in the street, and the
driver claims he was driving north on 56th Avenus,
and he made a right fturn into 16th sitreet.

Q He was coming north on 56k street?

A That is pight.

MR. MENTONE: He must have been coming south, wasn'®
he?

THE DEPUTY: No, north, he sald he was coming, north

on 56th street. Walt a minute -
9



MR, BERTOLI: South,

THE DEPUTY: I think he was just golng. He don't
know where he was going. As long as you didn't ques-
tion him you don't have 1% there.

THE WITNESS: ¥No, I haven't got that here,

Q A1l right. From 56th Street to where the acci-
dent happened, can you tell me where these tlre marks
were in reference to the north curb of 16th street?

A They were fifteen feet from the left side of
the trueck. The truck was fifteen feet awvay fﬁom the
north curb,

Q At the time of the accident?

A That 1s right.

Q All right. Xow, go back here %o 56£h street.
You were able to check these Tires all the way %o
56th up to where the accident was?

A HNo, to about fifteen or twenty feet. Fifteen
or twenty ftet we noticed the truck tires.

Q@ And those were fifteen feet south of the north
curb; that would be in the westbound lane, is that
right? A That is right.

Q@ That isn't what your partner told me; He saild

all the way from 56th down here this truck seemed to be
10 )



on the north side of the street more than on the
gsouth side of the sftreet., That 1s what he t0ld me at
the first hearing. Now, let us get consistent

here. Was 1t this way or was 1t that way?

A VWell, as far as I have seen - I have seen fifteen
or twenty feet from the truck - the tire iracks.

Q@ He said it was going all the way back?

A My partner was doing the investigating. I was
trying to get this fellow out of the car.

Q Going all the way back to 1l6th street, he sald
that man was closer to the north curb. You are pro-
bably confused. I don't know how much snow wWas on the
stéeet, but he was able to determine Jjust the course
that truck had been going up to the pofnt of impact.
He wag almost to the north curb at one time. TYou
don't have a statement in there llke that?

A To.

Q@ Then these tire marks you dild observe were how
far west of the truck at the time?

A About fifteen to twenty feet.

Q And they were where, do you say, with refer~
ence to the north ourb?

A Fifteen feet away from the north curb, the left
11



s8lde of the truck.

Q How wide is the street at that point?

A Thirty-six feet.

Q That would be about - half of thirty-six would
be elghteen feet. That would put him a 1little over to
the center of the street, is that right?

A About three feet over the center.

Q And that 1s actual measurements?

A That is right.

Q And did ﬁou see any tire marks north of this
“point on the street at any time? Were they further
north than what you saw them there?

A No, as far as what I seen of it.

Q You didn't see them? A That is right.

Q And Bertoli is how o0ld? What is his nane,Bertoli?

A Twenty-three years - no, thirty-one years,

Q Just where did the impact take place in refer-
ence to 55th Court?

A Approximately five feet west of the west curb of
55tﬁ Court. There is no crosswalk there,

Q .55th Court runs right into 16th. That iswhere
it termlnates, 1s that right?

A That is right.
12



Q Thles 1is the statement you had taken from him (in=-
dicating)? A That 1s right.

Q And there was only one occupant in beoth cars,
1s that right, the truck and the car?

A There was what, sir?

Q@ One occupant, that was the driver?

A That 1s right.

THE DEPUTY: All right, any questionsa?

MR, MENTOHE: XYes, Mr, Coroner.

Q Officer Bilek, were there any automobiles parked
on 18th street at either the nath or south curb?

A No, sir,

Q For how many feet in an easterly or westerly
direoction from the scene of the accident were there
any automobiles parked at either curb?

A There was no automobile parked from 56th Avenue
all the wéy to 52nd Avenue.

Q 56th Avenue to 52nd Avenue?

A That is right.

Q@ Now, are there any dividing lines on this street?
Iin other words, are there any marks or white lines
that divide the lanes on thils street?

A VWell, if there was,the snow covered then.
13



Q@ But 1f there was no sno# was there any?

A There usually is. I don't know if they are worn
out now or not,

Q@ And was 1t snoﬁing lightly, heavily or moderate-
1y? | A Lightly.

Q These tire marks you saw, that began at a point
fifteen feet west from the point of impact, did they
proceed in & straight direction or did they deviate?

A They deviated about six feet. I mean six inches
to ten feet,

Deviated about slx 1nches.

From what I seen of 1%,

Q
A
Q Something about six inches, did you say?

A 8ix inches %o ten feetl.

Q Ten feet or tén inches?

A Ten feet. In other worde, a slx inch slant %o
ten feet.

Q@ I see. A six inch slant to ten feet.

A That is right.

Q@ You got there how soon after the accldent, offi-
cer? A Oh, approximately about two fto three minutes.

Q And then did you observe the condition of both

vehicles when you got there?
14



A

Q

I did.

Did you observe the truck, - which part of the

truck was damaged?

A

Q
A

Q

seét?

The left slde of the truck,

Beginning at a point where on the truck?

From the front cab.

From the cab. That would be near the driver's

A That would be part of the

1eft front fender and reer end of the left front fender.

Q .

A

A

Q

And it worked backwards, is that correct?
That is right.

Any part of the front of the truck damaged?
o, sir.

Which part of the Oldsmobile was damaged?
The whole left slde.

Beginning where? A From the right

front fender - or left front fender, I mean.

THE DEPUTY: Both left, aren't they?

THE WITHESS: A That is »right.

Q
A

MR.

One golng west, one golng east?
That is rlght.

MENTONE: Q Except that the impact as to the

truck began at & point back of the motor, is that
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correct? A Yes, sir.
Q You talked to Mr. Bertoll after the accldent?
Well, I didn't have much to say to him.
Did you talk to him at all, bfficar?
Well, a little bit,

Was he coherent in his speech?

> O = O =

He was.

Q Didyou smell any intoxicating liquors on his
breath? A Well, I didn's.

MR. MENTONE: That is all, Mr. Coroner.

THE DEPUTY: @ Now, I think we falled to ask you
where the vehicles were after the impaet. What
happened to the dfiver, if anything?

A The Oldsmobile, after the impact, went about
thirty-five feet west over the eurb facing south.
Q Over which curb, north curb or south curb?

The north curb.

It was facing south? A That 1is right.
Did it strike anything there at all?

He must have struck the curb.

How high a curb do you have at that point?

About five or six inches.

O = O B O O P

And the car was righted, it didn't turn over?
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A It didn't turn over, no, sir,

Q Where was the truck? A The truck was -
stayed at 1ts position, or maybe moved about five‘
feet.

Q ﬁhere was that in reference to thecenter of
l6th street? A That was - well, about half and
half on the dividing line. Half of the truck was
in the westbound lane and half in the eastbound lane.

Q What direction was that facing?

A Directly east.

Q Did younotice whether the lights were burning
on the téuck or not?

A Yes, sir.

Q@ They were? ‘ A Yes, sir.

Q@ All right. How was the deceased moved, who
moved the deceased?

A Well, we moved the deceased. We had the fire
department ofer there to help us get him out of the
wreckage, and had the ambulance there to move him to
the Loretto Hospltal.

Q The fire department here in Cuicero moved the
body from the damaged car, 1s that right?

A That 1s right. They helped us.
7 -



Q VWhat caused the deceased ~ how was 1t you could
not get him ocut? You tellus something aboui that.
Whét was hls condition whenyou found him?

A VWell, the steering wheel was stuck on his abdo-
men, and his feet were plnned underneath the dash
board, and his head was caught by part of the roof
of the car,

Q And then the Clcero pollice department removed
the body from the wreckage, is that right?

A Yes, slr.

Q And the ambulance had taken him %o the hospital?

A That is right. Well, the fire department - what
they did - was help us stralighten out the body so
we could get him out of the bbdy of the car because
we didn't have any crovw bars,.

THE DEPUTY: Anything further, Mr. Mentone?

MR, MENTONE: MNow, he said one half of the truck was
in the eastbound lane and one half of the truck was
in the westbound lane. I w@uld like to know which
half was in whieh lane,

THE DEPUTY: Going east, what lane do you think
it would be?

MR, MENTONE: I don't know, Mr. Coroner. I wasn't
there.

18



THE DEPUTY; Half of the ftruck was in the eastbound,
half of the truck was in the westbound. Explain that
here (indicating on diagram.).

A The left side of the truck was in the westbound
lane, and the right side was ln the eastbound lane.

MR. MENTONE: I thought méybe you were talking about
the front half and the rear half.

A No,

THE DEPUTY: @ You seb them about the center line
of the street, apparently 1t was straddled by the
truck, is that right?

A That is right.

THE DEPUTY: All right, that is all, All right?
let ug have the driver. All right, sit down and have
a set.

To thesame officer,

Q Calling your attentlion %o this photograph of
the truck, wherewould you say you sSaw no pari of
the front part of this truck was damaged? What do
you call this, isn't that the front?

THE WITHESS: (Officer Bilek) I didn't investlgate
that. My partner-waa investigating that. Aii I seen

was this here part here.
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Q According to this photo here there 1s the front
part of the truck damaged, 1s that correct?

A That 1s right.
This truck that was involved in this accldent?
That is right.
Is this all thrown on top of 1t?

That is the car.

O B O B DO

Is that the way the car was?

A Yes. You see, he was pinned right underneath
this here part (indlcating photograph).

Q@ It looks like everything had been forced up.
That 1s apparently where he was driQing from here,
that is the steering wheel. |

h That 1s right.

Q What is that, a coupe or sedan?

A Sedan,

MISS MC LAIN: All these plctures that were taken
are made part of tha Coast Guard record?

THE WITNESS: They belong to the Coast Guard.

THE DEPUTY: All right, the driver.

Now, you are Kenneth Bertoli, are you?

MR. BERTOLI: Yes.

THE DEPUTY: It is my duty as Deputy Coroner at
20



Cook County to Anform you ofyour constitutional
rights. Yodneed not testify in this case unlessit
is ofyour own free will and accord. Anything you
may testify to might be held against &ou now or
any other future time. Knowing this, do you want
to testify?

MR. BERTOLI: Yes, sir.

THE DEPUTY: All right, raise your right hand,
please.,

KENNETH BERTOLI,

called as a witness, having been first duly sworn,

was examined by Deputy Mrazek and testified as follows:

Q Your name, agaln? A Kenneth Bertolil.

Q@ You live where, Kenneth? A 1867 South Avers.
Q. What is your business or occupation?

A Foreman of Vaughan's warehouse, Morton Grove.

Q Xou are & foreman? A Yes, s8ir.

Q What hours do you work at the Morton Grove plant?
A My hours vary, sir. I generally work until I

finish. From eight in the morning untll I complete

my time.
Q Is there anybody here from Vaughan's? 1Is the

boss here? 1Is there any timekeeper here?
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(No response,)

What do you d4o? Do you punch a cleck or anything?

3

No, sir, I don't. I don't punch a clock,

Q Are*you oh a weekly roll or monthly roll?

A VWeekly pay roll,

Q@ Who keeps your time? A My time is turned
in by nyself,

Q You are the timekeeper and foreman, 1is that
right? A That is 1%,

§ Calling your attentlon to the 19th day of Jan-
uary, you were employed by the Vaughan's Seed Com-
pany or the Tulips, corporation, which one?

A Well, it is Vaughan Seed Store.

Q@ You get your checks from Vaughan Seed, 1is that
night? A Yes, sir,

Q@ Where is the Tulips, Incorporated, where does
that come 1int?

4 That is out at Western Springs.

Q Where do they come in this pleture, Tullps,
Incorpofated? A Oh, they ralse tulips out at
Vaughan's werehouse and we haul them %o VWestern
Springs, Tulips, Incorporated, Western Springs,

Q@ Has thaet company golt anything to do with this
22



-case? A HNo, sir.

@ How do they get in the plcture?

A Well, I heppened to mention it. I was haullng
tulips to Western Springs, Tulips, Incorporated.

Q They had nothing to do with thlis case at all,
is that right? 4 HNo, sir.

Q@ You are employed by the Vaughan Seed Store of
Ghicégo? ‘ A Yes,

Q This ls & corporation also, 1ls that right?

A That I dcnat know,

Q Have the‘police checked ss %o whether fthis man -
where he had worked? Let me see that card. Did
you héve an investigation? You let the boss come
in here and you let him go,‘and there 18 nothing %o
it. DNow, who do you work for? Let us get the re-
cord stralght once and once for all,

A I work for Doctor Holman, indirectly., Tullps,
Incorporated, which is part of Vaughan Seed Store.

Q@ You get paid by Vaughan, is that right?

‘A My check comes from Vaughan Seed Store, yes.

Q The only reason I am trylng to get your record
straight - talking with Mr. ¥aughan of Vaughan's
Beed, you were employed by Tullps, Incorporated a

subsidiary of Vaughan. Let us get this stralghtened
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out, And, also, Mr. Bertoll, you had thelr permis-
gslon to drive the fruck, is that right?

A Yes, sir.

Q Gee, the boss ought to know whether you worked
for Vaughan or Tulips. He sald you worked for Tu-
11ps,‘Incorporated. You said you worked for Vaughan.
They might carry you on the Tulips payroll. Now,
let us get back to the 19th, what time'did you start
work on the 19th déy of January?

A On the 19th day of January, I started at eight
o'clock,

Q From where? A From Morton Grove.

Q You got out there at eight o'clock in the morn-
ing? A I was there at eight o'clock in the morning.

Q How did you get out to Morton Grove?

A On the trgin.

Q That is in Chicago. You left your home %o go
to Morton Grove? A Yes,

Q Is that your regular routine, you go to Morton
Grove to work? A Yes,.

Q You got out there about eight otclock. What
did you do on the 19th - that is elght o'clock a.m,,
is that right?

A Eight a.m., yes, sir.
24



You worked until what time?
I worked until about eight o'clock p.m.

All right. What happened that evening?

» O P O

Well, I went across the street, had somethling to
eat and éfood around there until about 3:30.

Q Now, acrose the street from where, let us get
that straight.

A COross the street from the warehouse.

Q That is known as what?

A That 1is Louls Wachbaur.

Q That is at Morton Grove?

A That is at Morton Grove.

Q You haed something to eat there, dld you?

A Yes, sir.

Q You also had something to drink there, 1is that:
right? A Yes,

"Q You had two glasses of beer, is that what you
said last time? _ A Yes, sir,

Q You left when? Just about when did you leave
there? A Weil, I left there about 2:30 the fol-
lowing morning and went back to the warehouse.

Q -Wait, walt. You are getting away ahead of me

here. You worked from eight to eight p.m. Then you
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went over to eat,

A Yes, sir.

Q You want to ea$ at eight; you left there at
2:30 in the morning, is that right?

A Yes, sir. I had been going back and forth %o
the warehouse to check my temperatures, and doing
\work, back and forth there.

Q Then how many times would you go across the
street and back, would you go from Louleg to the
warehouse?

A QOh, I would run 1nto some friends anéd we would
gtand and talk outside. We would talk over 1in the
warehouse,

Q@ And durilng all that time you only had two glasses
of beer, is that right?

A Yes, sir,

Q At 2:30 lyou went where, dld you say?

A At 2:30 I went back to the warehouse and finished

my work at the warehouse.

Q@ What time 4lid you get through there then?
A It was about 5:30 o

Q Then what dld you do after that?

§ Then I warmed up the truck and started home,
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Q@ You were driving lmmedlately home, Wwere you?

A I was on my way home.

Q I thought the officer salid you had a lcad of
tulips on the truck?

A I did have a load of tullps on.

Q You were going to go home with the load of tu-
lips, is that right?

A Yes, sir.

Q You had no sleep from the 19th all the way to
this time at 3:30 in the morning, is that right?

A HNo, sir. I wasn't tlred.

@ But you-didn‘t have any sleep during the entlre
day until 3:30 in the morning?

A No, sir.

Q@ Now, from Morton Grove what route did you take,
in to Chicago?

A Central Park south.

Q Does Central take you right intc Morton Grove?

A Well, there is a dirt road runs right across
the railroasd tracks right stralght into Central and
they call i1t Lehigh Avenue and Ralilroad Avenue.
That runs right directly into Central Avenue,

Q You take that right to 16th Street,ls that

right? A Yes, sir,
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Q@ And when you got to 16th street, you have a left
turn, do you? | A Yes, sir, a left tﬁrn.

Q@ That is on your way to 1867 Avers, 1s that cor-
rect? A Yes, sir,

Q Where do you usually keep thls truck?

A The truck is parked right along side of the house.

Q@ MNow, calling your attention to the 20th, at five
a.m, in the morning, as you approached 55th - you
know where the accident fook place, don't you?

A Yes, sir.

Q@ VYWhere was this automobile when you flrst ob-
served 1t7? A When I first ob-
served 1t, the asutomobile Wés about a block and a
half east of me coming in the opposite dlirectlon.

Q@ What was it you could observe, the automobille
or %the lights? A The 1lights.

Q@ I, what part of the street was the automoblle
or the lights?

‘A They sBeemed to be on my left hand silde.

Q@ In what part of the street were you driving
the ftruck in?

4 I was on the righ; hand slde.

@ Go ahead; as you approached 55th where was this

28



automobile?

A As I approached 55th, the next I seen was the
flare of lights turning 1n, making a left hand
8WaY . '

Q@ Left hand sway; that would be what way?

A Swaying off to the left of the truck.

Q What part of the truck and what part of the auto-
moblle collided?

A I was hit on the left hand slde.

Q What part was the automoblle hit on?

A The automobile was hit on the left hand side.

Q You were not able to blow your horn or stop any
time before the impact, is that riht?

A No, sir, It was very sudden.

Q@ Do you have an opinion as to how fast you were
going?

A I had just made the turn and I wasn't golng any
more than between ten and fifteen miles an hour.

Q How much was it snowing? Could you see the snow
coming down there, was 1t snowing harder than that
(Indicating outside.)?

A No, at thét present time it Just ceased snow-

ing.
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Q Visibility was good, was 117

A The vislbility was good.

Q All right. After the 1mpact; how far did your
truck continue eastward?

A The truck stopbed dead,

Q@ Did you apply your brakes?

A No, sir.

Q What caused the fruck to stop dead?

A The rear left wheels were turned to the left
causing the transmission to - or the differential
to disengage, and that stopped the truck right where
it stopped.

Q VWhat direction did the other vehicle take fronm
there to the point of impact?

A He went about thirty feet and turned and headed

south.

Q@ It went thirty feet to what direction, did you

say? A Thirty feet to the west, approxi-
mately.
Q@ Straight west? A Well, after the accildent

he must have continued west and then turned.-
Q All right. After the vehicle came to a stop,
complete stop; can you tell the Jury Jjust where 1%

stopped in reference to where the truck had stopped?
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A It had stopped about. twenty feet off of the left

rear back of the truck, and it was headed 1n a south-

- erly direction.

et —y e

Q And was 1t north or south of the truck?

A It was north of the truck,

Q@ Was it closer to the north curb than the south
curb? A It was closer to the north curb.

Q@ All right. Whaf did you do after the impact then?
A After the impact, I got out of the truck, ran
over to the car, tried to 1ift the top off, and then
the police appeared and otherérgathereﬁ around,.ahd

then the ambulance came and took him away.

Q How often do you drive this truck?

A I drive 1t fairly steady, not every day, but
in the last year and a half I have been driving it -
oh - five or six times a week.

Q That 1s éteady enough, How many days a week
do you work over there? A During our busy
season we work about seven. I work seven.

Q Other than the busy-days how often do you drive
a truck?

A I drove it all summer, hauling back and ferth.

Q Who is your steady truck driver on this truck?

A There is no steady truck driver. We dld hire



8 truck driver when it 18 necessary, but I am the
only steady employee at Morton Grove. Other than
that we hire the help as we need 1%,

Q You are everything out there, foreman and truck
driver and.everything, is that right?

A Yes, gir,

Q That accounts for that. You handle the truck
and the ﬁarehouse?

A Yes,

Q It is ecustomary - you use this trucﬁin your
transportation to your own home?

A Since I so0ld my car I had, yes.

Q@ The company allows you to use tﬁa truck that
way? A Yes.

THE DEPUTY: Allright, any questions?

MR, MENTOHE: Just one questlion:

Q@ Did the truck sitrike the automobile or 4id 8he
aubomobile strike the truck?

A The automobile struck the truck at the left.

MR, MENTONE: That 1 all. |

THE DEPUTY: @ You were in your proper lane where
this accident happened?

A Well, it seemed to me it swung over pretty far.
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Q I asked you the gquestiocn, - Ifydu were in your
proper lane when the accldent happened, from where
the truck and the automobile collided?

A Yes, sir, I was, .

Q@ It still would have happened?

A Yes,.

Q If you were over flve feet more %o the south, 1%
would s8till happent?

A Yes, I believe 1% would.

Q How wide is your truck?

A Bix feet,

Q@ And it struck the front left fender?

A That is right.

Q Well, that is your opiailon., You are entitled
to an opinion, is that right?

¥R, MENTONE: For whatever it 1is worth.

THE DEPUTY: All right. Any questions?

THE JURY: Yo,

THE DEPUTY: Does the famlly want to ask fthe man
any questions? What about the Coast Guard?

MISS MC LAIN: Do you have an estimated speed of the
driver of the coast Guard automobile?

THE DEPUTY: Do you know how fast he was golng?
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Q@ It was a pretty falir rate o; speed, Ithink,

-Q Hell, would you say twenty-five miles an hour or
fifteent?

A No, faster than that. Somewhere between forty-
five and fifty as he approached, the lights, and the
instantaneoué collision, the quickness of 1it,

THE DEPUTY: Anything further?

MR. MENTONE: Q Were the lights burning on the
Oldsmobile? |

A Yes, sir.

THE DEPUTY: Is that all?

MR. MENTONE: That 1s all,

THE DEPUTY: That is all. Does anybody present
know of any reason why this inquest can't be closed
at this time? Let the record show there was no
response., We willzread the doctor's report on the
cause of death of Edward Zajicek. It was due to a
fractured neck, fraqtured forearm, fractured clavicle,
fractured wrist and multiple abrasions. Signed by
Jerome Kailser, Coroner's phyaiciaﬁ.

All right, Gentlemen of the jury, you head
the testimony presented. You dellberate on the same.
After you reach a verdict call the coroner and we

willl prepare it in legal form,
34



(Jury retired.)
THE DEPUTY: All right, gentlemen of the Jury,

have you arrived at a verdlet?

THE JURORS: Yes.

THE DEPUTY: What is the verdict?

A JUROR: From the testimony presented, we, the
jury, believe i1t was accidental, |

THE DEPUTY: Accidental. That is all of the inquest,

Sign the verdict and that concludes the inquest,

(Which was all of the ftestimony offered
and proceedings had at the inquest held

upon the body of the deceased named herein.)
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STATE OF ILLINOIS )
: ) 88
COUNTY OF COOK )

CERTIFICATE.

I, MINA BROWN, do hereby certify that at
the request of the Coroner of Cook County, Illinois,
I took down in shorthand and transerlibed the minutes
of the foregoing testimony had and taken at the 1in-

quest held upon the body of

EDWARD ZAJICEK,

deceased; |

that the foregoingtranscrlipt of the tes-
timony so taken and transeribed by me as aforesald
is a true and correct copy of the original minutes
taken at sald inquest, and 1is a trué and correct
statement of the teatimony of each ofthe several
witnesses who have testifled at this, the second and
final session of sald 1lnquest,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand

this 7th day of February, A. D. 1946.
(Signed) Mina Brown,
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